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Our Ref:  PHR/JB 

 

July 2010 

 

To: All Parents 

 

Dear Parent, 

 

It is my pleasure to write to you with our final Newsletter of the year.  As is usual at this time of year, the 

School is very busy with lots of extra-curricular activities, trips and events.  I am sure you will join me in 

thanking all my staff, teaching and support, for all the extra efforts they have made to ensure the second half of 

this term is as exciting and productive as possible.  Details of some of these events follow!   

 

This has been an eventful year in many respects with a number of significant milestones. 

 

In March the School received its Ofsted judgement. I wrote to you about this at the time but it is worth 

repeating what a firm foundation this gives the School for the future. 

 

This term has been significant in that the House System has been introduced, vertical tutoring established with 

the move made to the new timetable and altered structure of the day. 

  

The House system and vertical tutoring will allow even more focus on the individual needs of the students and 

through the mentoring programme allow our Citizenship and PSHE programmes to be delivered in new and 

innovative ways. 

 

The timetable being implemented three weeks before the end of term allows progression to happen more 

efficiently and once again emphasises our concentration on the development of our curriculum. More students 

than ever before are studying GCSEs and other KS4 qualifications with increasing numbers starting the courses 

in Year 9 and taking the examinations early. 

 

The examination prospects will be even better as a result of these changes, indeed I look forward with 

confidence to the publication of this yearôs results on 24
th
 August.  

     

Staffing   

At the end of this academic year, a number of colleagues leave us.  They depart with our best wishes for their 

future and gratitude for all their efforts during their time here.  The School is in the fortunate position of being 

fully staffed by specialists in September.  Further details of staffing changes are given below: 

 

Farewell to: 

Mr S Carter, 2 i/c of MFL, is retiring after 10 years at The Albany.  We offer our thanks and best wishes to him 

for a long and happy retirement. 

Mrs J House, 2 i/c English, is emigrating to Australia with her husband.  We wish them well down under! 

Ms M Holland, NSC Coordinator, is returning to a school close to her heart in the East End, with our thanks 

for her efforts in the NSC implementation this year. 

Mr J Sharpe, Head of R E, is relocating to Dorset to take up a Head of Department role, with our gratitude not 

only for his efforts in raising the profile of R E at The Albany but also his musical talents! 
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Welcome to: 

Ms K Douglas, English Department 

Ms C Evans, Mathematics Dept 

Mr R Gray, Head of R E 

Ms J Maxelon, English Department 

Ms R Taku, MFL Dept 

Mr G Tullett, Geography Dept 

 

 

We hope they will be very happy and successful with us. 

 

 

Senior Prefects 

Senior Prefects for next year are: 

 

Head Students:  Ricarda Chapman, Joe Daniels 

Deputy Head Students:  Conor Hynes, John Hobley, Hannah McAuliffe and Abigail Reay. 

 

A programme of preparation for our Student Leaders is underway, with visits to Grangewater Outdoor Pursuits 

Centre, paintballing and a presentation evening when new Student Leaders received their prestigious red tie.  

This training and preparation will not only serve to produce an excellent body of Student Leaders but also be of 

benefit to them in their future careers.  

 

We would also like to thank our retiring Head and Deputy Head Student Leaders for all their hard work during 

2009/10:  Ellie Ford, Luke Duffy, Tamsyn Mahmut, Gurdeep Juttla, Emma Spong and Michael Gooch, and, of 

course, their team of Student Leaders.  

 

Events 

Music 

This year saw the School Choir in its 6
th
 year of existence, and along with a number of pupils from the 

National Skills Curriculum they took part in an amazing concert at the 02 stadium.  The choir, who have been 

rehearsing 27 songs (along with some interesting dance moves) for the last 3 months joined 5000 students from 

other London schools and a live orchestra for the event on 6
th
 July, run by the charity óArts for Childrenô.  They 

were also joined on the night by some celebrity special guests! 

 

The effort and dedication that the choir has put in has been really pleasing, and Mrs Clements, Ms Spillman 

and Miss Holland have been so proud of them all. The material this year has been drawn mainly from the 

James Bond films, however they also sang hits by Christina Aguilera, Take That, David Guetta and Michael 

Jackson. 

            Ms C Spillman 

 

 

Science Musuem Visits The Albany School 

The Science Museum came to The Albany to teach Year 7 how to present a range of exciting science 

experiments to enable them to perform a science show to our primary feeder schools. One of the experiments 

was gravity defying water, if you want to know more, ask a Year 7.     

Mr A Blackett 

 

 

Science and Technology Challenge Day 

This challenge involved the construction of a self-righting buoy using plastic cups, masking tape, LEDSs. No 

soldering was involved and all electrical connections were made by screw connections. Well done to our 

winning Albany Team Hayleigh Blinkhorn and Elliott Woodhouse. 

 

            Mr A Agyapong 
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G & T Forensic Science Challenge 

The Challenge aimed to inform the students about forensic science, methodology and practices, whilst also 

giving students the opportunity to take part in, and experience, a forensic investigation and solve crime. 

Students harvested, recorded and analysed data from difference sources, for example: blood and fingerprinting 

analysis, particulate comparison and identification and chemical separation techniques. 

 

Our students officially came 2
nd

 amongst three teams (same age group) from each of six other schools in the 

Borough.  Well done to the following pupils: Oliver North, Deborah Johnson, Sophie Rees, Marie Fryatt and 

Jack Broad. 

            Mr A Agyapong 

 

 

 

 

 

Work Experience ï December 2010 
Due to a change in the school calendar, whereby the Autumn term now ends on 17

th
 December the last day of 

Work Experience will now be on 17
th
 December as opposed to 22

nd
 December as published originally. Where 

students have already arranged their own placement, we would be grateful if employers could be informed of 

these changes. If students wish to carry on in their placements until 22
nd

 December they may do so as long as 

this is acceptable to the employer and the School is informed. Any further information can be obtained from 

Mrs Finch ï Ext 151. 

 

            Mrs Finch     

 

Year 11 ï Goodbye 

The Albany School Prom held at Stockbrook Manor was a great success, with everybody involved having a 

wonderful evening.  Several pupils won individual Oscars including Charlie Jacobs and Francesca Petruccio 

receiving the award for Prom King and Queen.  I would especially like to thank Mrs Osahan for all her hard 

work and support with this event and wish all the Year 11 pupils good luck and happiness for the future.  I will 

miss them all and hope to see them all achieve their future goals. 

 

 

            Mrs A Hutcheson   
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Geography 

The 2010 Geography Tour to Italy 

Once again the Geography GCSE students went to Sorrento in Italy for a week of geographical experiences. It 

all started on Saturday 10
th 

April with a 4am departure! On Sunday 11
th
 April the tour visited the sulphur 

volcano Solfatara where fumaroles fiercely belch noxious gases from the hollow ground. The highlight of the 

afternoon trip to Magic World theme park was a ride called Mars Attaks; Mr Zweistra kept going on again and 

again! On Monday 12
th
 April in the morning we visited the remains of Pompeii and climbed Mt. Vesuvius in 

the afternoon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 13
th
 April was a very wet trip to the island paradise of Capri, but we still had a lot of fun walking 

down the 1500 steps to the harbour.  On Wednesday 14
th
 April we heard that an ash cloud spreading from 

Iceland had grounded some flights, but we were not due to fly out until Friday so it wouldnôt affect us, right? 

La Sorgente was a Mozzarella farm we visited with a fat dog called ñthe mozzarella dogò, Mr Kingdom was 

surprised it had not died yet! On Thursday 15
th
 April Mr Kingdom told us at dinner that we might not be going 

home!! Everyone had seen the news so knew it wasnôt a joke. We carried on with the itinerary which included 

the Amalfi Drive, Amalfi Cathedral which was like something out of the Da Vinci Code. We went shopping in 

the mountain town of Ravello, but nobody had any money left.  On Friday 16
th
 April we should have been 

leaving at 3am but instead the flight was grounded by the volcanic ash cloud, apparently this was really ironic 

that weôd come all this way to see a volcano but it was a volcano stopping us from getting home, plus we had 

to borrow money from the teachers to survive. The teachers organised an emergency itinerary which involved a 

walk to Piano di Sorrento to get an ice-cream, a game of football on the beach and a evening-time trip to 

Sorrento. The extra day was great and we all had a great time. At 3am on Saturday morning a coach with two 

Italian drivers picked us up. At dawn we were driving up through Northern Italy through Genoa and into the 

Alps! The scenery was amazing and the coach stopped every 3 hours which was necessary! Eventually (and I 

mean eventually) we got to a place called C.I.A.R.U.S. which is a massive youth hostel in Strasbourg. It was 

10.30pm a drive of 19 ½ hours! On Sunday morning we looked around the magnificent town centre and had 

our photo taken in front of Strasbourg Cathedral then it was back on the coach for another 8hrs to Calais. We 

got back to school at 11.45pm on Sunday night, only 36hrs late and having had an experience that was totally, 

well, GEOGRAPHICAL!!  

 

  

            Mr Kingdom 

 

  On the crater 

rim of Mt. 

Vesuvius 

Unexpected 

coach tour of 

Switzerland 
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The Geography Department Volcano Building Competition Results 

Thank you to all pupils who participated in the competition. We had a fantastic response with some of the best 

and most realistic volcanoes ever. We were honoured that Mr Hasan-Richardson made time to do the difficult 

job of judging the contest. The winners each received a £10 HMV voucher and a certificate. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

This yearôs first prize is awarded to Chris 

Littlewood. The volcano opened in two 

to reveal a detailed cross-section with 

accurate labelling. In addition Chris had 

fitted a flashing red light inside to add to 

the level of excitement! 

 

The first joint second prize is awarded to 

Aaron Warren. The volcano separated to 

reveal a detailed cross-section with 

accurate labelling. This volcano even had 

an illuminated lava flow plus real smoke! 

 

The second joint second prize is awarded 

to Danni Sewell. The volcano had a very 

realistic texture and also featured a 

secondary caldera cone at the base. In 

addition to this Danni prepared a guide to 

show how the cone was created. 

The 2010 third prize is awarded to Alex 

Bambridge. The volcano was expertly 

painted and opened to reveal the 

structure of a cone shaped volcano very 

reminiscent of Mt St Helens. 

 

 

   Mr Kingdom 
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02 Voices for a Better World 

After several long months of rehearsals and practices, the day dawned for the O2 dance.  The girls had 

practised so hard and all their hard work paid off. The dress rehearsal was very long but the girls did me proud. 

On the evening of the event with Mr Hasan-Richardson sitting in the audience the girls performed once more 

but even better than they had ever performed before. I was so proud of their level of maturity and commitment 

to the performance. 

 

The girls were by far the best school on the dance floor and I could not have been prouder of them. The girls 

were a credit the school, to me and themselves. Well done girls and hereôs to next year! 

 

Thank you once again!!!      

           Mrs Murphy 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


